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How to Use This Book

Conversation

Think about the following questions.
1. What does it mean if someone is a nerd?
2.  What does it mean if someone is a dumb athlete?

Before You Listen

It’s just the typical  It’s just the typical  
way people think.way people think.

UnitUnit

11 Audio

B    Fill in the blanks with the given phrases. Listen to check. Track 02

 1.   of my friends are honor roll students at our school.

 2.  What do you  for fun over the long weekend?

 3.   I don’t agree with  athletes are poor students who always get bad grades.

 4.   You and your friend spend all of your free time in the library. You both  
the category of nerd! 

how people imagine                 quite a few                 fall within                 have in mind

Learning Words

4. 5. 6. 

A   Match the pictures and phrases. Listen to check. Track 01

 a. a nerd b. a hero c. fashion sense 
 d. an old cartoon e. personal time f. a dumb athlete

1. 2. 3. 

8 • Unit 1

Conversation

Focused Listening

B   Listen again and choose the best answer. Track 04 

 1. What does the boy put into categories?

  a.  Himself and the girl
  b.  His teachers
  c.  Students at school

 2. Which of the following is true according to the boy?

  a.  He is very different from the girl.
  b.  People are the same on the inside and outside.
  c.  The girl and her friends are similar. 

 3. How does the girl feel about the boy’s comments?

  a. His comments make her quite angry.
  b.  She laughs, but she is not very happy about his comments.
  c.  The comments are surprising, but she agrees they are true.

C     Circle true (T) or false (F).

 1. The boy puts people into two categories: dumb athletes and nerds. T  F

 2. The girl is upset when the boy talks about her bad fashion sense. T  F

Global Listening

A    Talk about what each picture shows. Then listen and choose the picture that best 
matches the dialog. Track 03

 1. a   b   c  
 

 2. a   b   c  
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Each unit in the Smart Listeners series practices aural comprehension of three listening 
samples over 150 words in length. Target expressions used in the samples are presented first 
in the unit to facilitate comprehension while listening. Each listening task follows a two-part 
approach. Students first practice global listening for gist and general understanding of the 
topic. Students then practice discrete listening by completing comprehension tasks focused 
on details from the audio samples. Each unit ends with a ten-question quiz that practices 
common listening tasks found on standardized listening tests. 

Before You Listen

Two questions are provided to get students to think about their own 
experiences or opinions connected with the unit topic. Preparing students 
to listen in this way stimulates ideas and language they already know 
related to the topic and naturally prepares them to be active listeners 
during each of the unit’s listening tasks.

Conversation

This is an informal dialog between classmates, family members, etc.

Global Listening
For this task, students listen to choose the best images that describe or 
specify the conversation’s general content. It is helpful to have students 
talk about differences they see in the images before they listen.

Focused Listening
For this task, students listen again and complete multiple-choice and T/F 
comprehension questions while listening for details.

Learning Words

Ten target expressions are provided for students to study and talk about. 
These expressions are practiced through tasks including photos and 
written text supported with audio input.



Workbook
Each unit includes four pages of workbook activities to supplement and consolidate learning through 
expression review material, practice activities, and dictations. 

Transcripts & Answer Key
Full transcripts and answer keys are provided for all the listening passages and practice activities in the series.

Podcast

A     Listen and choose the best answer. Track 05

 1. Who does Tom talk about?

  a.  Himself b. His friend c. A family member

 2. What does Tom say about how people typically imagine athletes?

  a.  They are correct. 
  b.  What they think is half true.  
  c.  What they think is not correct.

 3. Where are names of many athletes listed?

  a.  With good students b. With bad students c. With popular students

Global Listening

    Learn this useful idiom.

 check out = look at; carefully study to see in detail

 • Just check out the honor roll at school. 
 • A: I heard that the new Wonder Woman movie is pretty good.
  B:  Let’s check it out this weekend.

Useful IdiomUseful Idiom

B    Listen for what the speaker does or doesn’t agree with. Check () Agree or Disagree 
for each sentence. Track 06

 1.  Kids in the band do not have time for sports.  Agree  Disagree

 2.  People think wrong things about kids in sports.  Agree  Disagree

 3.  Most athletes do not study very hard.  Agree  Disagree

 4.  There are not many athletes on the honor roll.  Agree  Disagree

Listening Skill: Listening for Why a Speaker Disagrees

Speakers can say why they don’t agree with another person or an idea. They can explain how another 
person or idea is wrong.
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Podcast

This podcast is a show produced by a student, with a different episode or 
segment of the show used in each unit.

Global Listening
For this task, students listen to answer questions about  the podcast’s 
general content. 

Listening Skill
For this task, students focus on how the information in the podcast 
is organized. Comprehension tasks vary from unit to unit to practice 
listening for details from the podcast.

Useful Idiom
Each podcast incorporates a useful idiom for students to learn. The 
meaning of the idiom is explained and presented with two examples of 
usage: in a sentence and in a short dialog.

Informative TalkPodcast

a.  Different Classes, Different Teachers

b.  How Teaching Changes a Person

c.  Types of Teachers We See

A  Watch the video and choose the best title for the talk. Track 07

Global Listening

B     Watch again and complete the notes.

Note-Taking Skill

C     Talk about two types of teachers you see. Try to use two adjectives for each blank.

In our school, one type of teacher I see is the  type. 
Another type of teacher I see is the  type.

Video

The 1  Teacher
• the heroes in movies and shows
• kind and 2  with their personal time
• the ones that parents 3  their kids get 

The Heard-But-Not-Seen Teacher
• seem 4 , but we don’t really know them
•  good example from the old 5  with Charlie  

Brown
• only know what she says by how kids 6  to her

The 7  Teacher 
•  maybe have the 8  because they couldn’t do 

anything else
• don’t care about 9  or students
• the ones that parents hope their kids 10  get
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Informative Talk

This informative talk is presented as a video of a monolog or  
semi-formal or formal report providing information to students.

Global Listening
For this task, students listen to choose a title that best suits the purpose or 
theme of the video’s content.

Note-Taking Skill
For this task, students listen again to complete a graphic organizer 
detailing the key points from the video. Students are then encouraged to 
share their own experiences or opinions related to the video’s topic.

Listening Quiz

B  Listen and choose the best response to the question you hear. Track 09

 3. a  b  c  d  4. a  b  c  d  

C     Listen and choose the best answer. Track 10

 5. What is the boy not happy about?

  a. His grade on the last exam
  b.  His teacher’s actions
  c.  How people think about his brother
  d.  What his parents will think

 6. What will the boy probably do?

  a.  Ask for help studying math
  b.  Stop seeing people the wrong way
  c.  Take the class again next year
  d.  Talk to his brother about the teacher

A     Listen and choose the statement that best describes the picture. Track 08

 1.  

a
 

b
 

c
 

d

 

 2.  

a
 

b
 

c
 

d
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E  Look at the graphic. Then listen and choose the best answer. Track 12  

 

 9. Why is one of the websites NOT useful for the speakers?

  a.  It focuses on men.
  b.  It is too old.
  c.  The website is a magazine.
  d.  There are not enough tips.

 10. Which statement relates to what the speakers discuss?

  a.  Go shopping in December for new clothes.
  b.  Plan what you will wear each day.
  c.  Fashion is not just about clothes.
  d.  You only need two tips for better fashion sense.

D     Listen and choose the best answer. Track 11

 7. What is the speaker’s purpose?

  a. To explain the cause of a problem
  b.  To list the best choices for kids
  c.  To speak about bad comments that he heard
  d.  To suggest steps in a solution

 8. Why does the speaker mention old cartoons?

  a.  They are available around the world.
  b.  They are the best ones to watch.
  c.  They have easy stories for kids.
  d.  They show something wrong for kids.

how to develop better fashion sense

 Your Personal Style
 https://www.your_style.com/styling-tip-for-men
 Dec 30, 2019 – How to develop your personal style by Sam Kennedy 

 Tips for Great Fashion Sense!
 https://fashiontips4U.com/easy-tips-to-develop-a-great-fashion-sense/
 Jul 25, 2021 – Fashion is about planning what to wear. With these simple…
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Listening Quiz

This ten-question quiz reviews the target language of the 
unit through picture-description, question-and-response, 
multiple-choice, and integrated skills tasks.



Conversation

Think about the following questions.
1. What does it mean if someone is a nerd?
2.  What does it mean if someone is a dumb athlete?

Before You Listen

It’s just the typical  It’s just the typical  
way people think.way people think.

UnitUnit

11 Audio

B    Fill in the blanks with the given phrases. Listen to check. Track 02

 1.   of my friends are honor roll students at our school.

 2.  What do you  for fun over the long weekend?

 3.   I don’t agree with  athletes are poor students who always get bad grades.

 4.   You and your friend spend all of your free time in the library. You both  
the category of nerd! 

how people imagine                 quite a few                 fall within                 have in mind

Learning Words

4. 5. 6. 

A   Match the pictures and phrases. Listen to check. Track 01

 a. a nerd b. a hero c. fashion sense 
 d. an old cartoon e. personal time f. a dumb athlete

1. 2. 3. 

8 • Unit 1



Conversation

Focused Listening

B   Listen again and choose the best answer. Track 04 

 1. What does the boy put into categories?

  a.  Himself and the girl
  b.  His teachers
  c.  Students at school

 2. Which of the following is true according to the boy?

  a.  He is very different from the girl.
  b.  People are the same on the inside and outside.
  c.  The girl and her friends are similar. 

 3. How does the girl feel about the boy’s comments?

  a. His comments make her quite angry.
  b.  She laughs, but she is not very happy about his comments.
  c.  The comments are surprising, but she agrees they are true.

C     Circle true (T) or false (F).

 1. The boy puts people into two categories: dumb athletes and nerds. T  F

 2. The girl is upset when the boy talks about her bad fashion sense. T  F

Global Listening

A    Talk about what each picture shows. Then listen and choose the picture that best 
matches the dialog. Track 03

 1. a   b   c  
 

 2. a   b   c  
 

9



Podcast

A     Listen and choose the best answer. Track 05

 1. Who does Tom talk about?

  a.  Himself b. His friend c. A family member

 2. What does Tom say about how people typically imagine athletes?

  a.  They are correct. 
  b.  What they think is half true.  
  c.  What they think is not correct.

 3. Where are names of many athletes listed?

  a.  With good students b. With bad students c. With popular students

Global Listening

    Learn this useful idiom.

 check out = look at; carefully study to see in detail

 • Just check out the honor roll at school. 
 • A: I heard that the new Wonder Woman movie is pretty good.
  B:  Let’s check it out this weekend.

Useful IdiomUseful Idiom

B    Listen for what the speaker does or doesn’t agree with. Check () Agree or Disagree 
for each sentence. Track 06

 1.  Kids in the band do not have time for sports.  Agree  Disagree

 2.  People think wrong things about kids in sports.  Agree  Disagree

 3.  Most athletes do not study very hard.  Agree  Disagree

 4.  There are not many athletes on the honor roll.  Agree  Disagree

Listening Skill: Listening for Why a Speaker Disagrees

Speakers can say why they don’t agree with another person or an idea. They can explain how another 
person or idea is wrong.

10 • Unit 1



Informative TalkPodcast

a.  Different Classes, Different Teachers

b.  How Teaching Changes a Person

c.  Types of Teachers We See

A  Watch the video and choose the best title for the talk. Track 07

Global Listening

B     Watch again and complete the notes.

Note-Taking Skill

C     Talk about two types of teachers you see. Try to use two adjectives for each blank.

In our school, one type of teacher I see is the  type. 
Another type of teacher I see is the  type.

Video

The 1  Teacher
• the heroes in movies and shows
• kind and 2  with their personal time
• the ones that parents 3  their kids get 

The Heard-But-Not-Seen Teacher
• seem 4 , but we don’t really know them
•  good example from the old 5  with Charlie  

Brown
• only know what she says by how kids 6  to her

The 7  Teacher 
•  maybe have the 8  because they couldn’t do 

anything else
• don’t care about 9  or students
• the ones that parents hope their kids 10  get
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Listening Quiz

B  Listen and choose the best response to the question you hear. Track 09

 3. a  b  c  d  4. a  b  c  d  

C     Listen and choose the best answer. Track 10

 5. What is the boy not happy about?

  a. His grade on the last exam
  b.  His teacher’s actions
  c.  How people think about his brother
  d.  What his parents will think

 6. What will the boy probably do?

  a.  Ask for help studying math
  b.  Stop seeing people the wrong way
  c.  Take the class again next year
  d.  Talk to his brother about the teacher

A     Listen and choose the statement that best describes the picture. Track 08

 1.  

a
 

b
 

c
 

d

 

 2.  

a
 

b
 

c
 

d

 

12 • Unit 1



E  Look at the graphic. Then listen and choose the best answer. Track 12  

 

 9. Why is one of the websites NOT useful for the speakers?

  a.  It focuses on men.
  b.  It is too old.
  c.  The website is a magazine.
  d.  There are not enough tips.

 10. Which statement relates to what the speakers discuss?

  a.  Go shopping in December for new clothes.
  b.  Plan what you will wear each day.
  c.  Fashion is not just about clothes.
  d.  You only need two tips for better fashion sense.

D     Listen and choose the best answer. Track 11

 7. What is the speaker’s purpose?

  a. To explain the cause of a problem
  b.  To list the best choices for kids
  c.  To speak about bad comments that he heard
  d.  To suggest steps in a solution

 8. Why does the speaker mention old cartoons?

  a.  They are available around the world.
  b.  They are the best ones to watch.
  c.  They have easy stories for kids.
  d.  They show something wrong for kids.

how to develop better fashion sense

 Your Personal Style
 https://www.your_style.com/styling-tip-for-men
 Dec 30, 2019 – How to develop your personal style by Sam Kennedy 

 Tips for Great Fashion Sense!
 https://fashiontips4U.com/easy-tips-to-develop-a-great-fashion-sense/
 Jul 25, 2021 – Fashion is about planning what to wear. With these simple…
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